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The Walla Walla District is announcing criteria that we will use to 
prioritize our wetland delineation efforts associated with Department of the 
Army permit applications in Idaho.  These criteria were established in the 
Standard Operating Procedures for the Regulatory Program developed to 
facilitate consistent program implementation across the country. 
  
Department of the Army permits are required under Section 404 of the Clean 
Water Act for activities involving discharges of dredged or fill material 
into waters of the United States, including wetlands.  For activities in 
wetlands, the wetland boundaries need to be delineated (mapped) using the 
methods contained in the January 1987 Federal wetland delineation manual, 
entitled “Corps of Engineers Wetlands Delineation Manual”.  Wetland 
delineations in Walla Walla District also need to follow our Information 
Paper on Wetland Delineation Requirements, revised on April 12, 2001.  
Directions for obtaining these documents are listed below.   
 
The workload in our regulatory program is comprised of applications from 
private citizens as well as applications from agencies, businesses and 
commercial developers, who have the resources to hire consultants to perform 
their field wetland delineations.  In some cases, we prepare wetland 
delineations for some of the smaller projects.  However, we do not have 
sufficient time and resources to prepare delineations for every project.  
Alternatively and preferably, we verify wetland delineations prepared and 
submitted by applicants or consultants for our review and approval.  
Generally, this greatly reduces the amount of our time required on this 
effort and can substantially reduce delays in processing permit applications. 
 
The purpose of this public notice is to announce that we will prioritize our 
delineation efforts as follows: 
 
    1.  Verification of applicant-prepared or consultant-prepared 
delineations that are associated with an application or associated with 
proposed work that will require a permit. 

 
    2.  Preparation of the actual field wetland delineation for applicants 
who cannot afford to hire a consultant where the project is associated with  



 
 
 
an application.  Walla Walla District will generally limit these Corps-
prepared wetland delineations to small non-commercial projects where the  
delineation takes less than 2 hours to prepare and the project site is less 
than 1 acre in size.  We recommend that applicants who propose larger 
projects consider hiring a consultant to delineate their project site.  A 
list of consultants who perform wetland delineations is located on our 
Internet homepage, listed below.  
 
    3.  Preparation of field delineations for larger non-commercial projects, 
commercial projects and for agency projects that are associated with an 
application.   
 
    4.  Verification of delineations for projects that do not involve a 
permit application and would not involve work that requires a permit will be 
conducted as our remaining time and resources allow.  
 
    5.  Preparation of field delineations for projects that do not involve a 
permit application will not be performed due to limited time and resources. 
 
The Walla Walla District has an Internet homepage that lists updated 
information on the regulatory program and connects to other related Internet 
sites.  Our Information Paper on Wetland Delineation Requirements and a copy 
of our consultant list are located on our homepage at:  
http://www.nww.usace.army.mil/html/offices/op/rf/rfhome.htm   A copy of the 
January 1987 Federal wetland delineation manual entitled “Corps of Engineers 
Wetlands Delineation Manual”, can be found at the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers homepage, located at: 
http://www.wes.army.mil/el/wetlands/wlpubs.html   Interested parties who do 
not have Internet access may contact Ms. Linda Trawick at 509-527-7150 for a 
copy of our Information Paper on Wetland Delineation Requirements, our 
consultant list or for additional information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       /signed/ 
A. Bradley Daly 

       Chief, Regulatory Branch 
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